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What is International Student &
Scholar of the Month?

Simply put, the idea is to celebrate the incredible international
student and scholar community at the City College of New York

The Department of International Student and Scholar Services
assists over 900 international F-1 students and J-1 scholars each year. 

Not only is our international campus community large in number, 
hailing from every corner of the world, our students and scholars 
continue to accomplish numerous achievements semester after 

semester. From poignant personal experiences, educational 
accomplishments, and professional progress, we want to showcase 

their stories. 

If you  are a CCNY international student or scholar and would like to be featured 
here, we would love to hear from you! Please contact us: 

Email: oisss@ccny.cuny.edu 
Phone: 212.650.8106 

Location: 160 Convent Avenue, NAC 1/107 
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January 2019 International Student of the Month:
Dmitry Lesnichy of Russia

Dmitry graduated in Spring 2018 with a 
Master’s in Economics. He is currently 
gaining work experience through Optional 
Practical Training (OPT). In his interview, 
Dmitry reflects on his time at CCNY and 
offers his most relevant tips and insights: 
_______________________________________ 

What made you decide to study in the

U.S.? Upon reflection, what were the

immediate challenges and rewards

of this journey?

The idea of studying in the U.S. was on my mind since 2001, as an exchange 

student at Jefferson High School in Lafayette, Indiana. It was such a great and 

memorable experience that kept me motivated all this time. During the first 

semester my immediate challenge was an inability to fully express myself in 

English. You think you know until you actually come here and encounter all 

the accents, slang, and other nuances. Be prepared in advance! And, of course, 

there are rewards. Studying and working in New York is a lifetime experience 

because you can embrace a synergy of cultures, traditions, experiences, and 

meet people from all over the world. 
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What are your best study tips?

Build relationships with team members in school, attend events in the city, 

meet people and expand your network – you will need it. Don’t forget to have 

fun, relax, and always find time for a good sleep. 

Who is a notable staff and/or

faculty member that helped

you during your studies?

I would like to mention two faculty 

members from the Economics 

Department at Colin Powell School, 

Professors Hank Nguyen and Paul 

Kim. Both of them helped and 

guided me through not only the 

studying process but also some 

real-life things and I am very grateful that I had a chance to meet them during 

my time at CCNY. 

Any other thoughts you’d like to share?

Saying these words might sound very banal, but sometimes you need to 

remind yourself -  Stay focused, do not cut corners, believe in yourself, and never 

give up. 
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February 2019 International Student of the Month:
Oindrilla Dutta of India

Oindrilla is a PhD candidate doing 
research in the Smart Grid 
Interdependencies Laboratory, in the 
Electrical Engineering Department. She 
is dedicated to doing credible research in 
STEM and has worked with renowned 
institutions like NASA, ConEdison and 
MTA.  
___________________________________ 
What is your favorite quote or words to

live by? “Where there is a will, there is a way.” 

What I live by is starting my morning with exercise and meditation. This helps 

me focus for the rest of the day. 

What motivates you?

I find motivation from nature-- she is constantly changing and adapting 

herself. One should not be stagnant. It is important to evolve every day. 

What do you think are the secrets behind getting to where you

want to go?

I think it is a combination of working hard and working smart. Networking 

will also provide you with opportunities. Overall, one needs focus, hard work, 

and determination. I try to keep myself motivated and have good work ethic. 
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What books do you recommend to read?

Acts of Faith by Erich Segal is a book about a 

woman, born to a conservative Jewish family, who 

strives to pursue her dreams. The Home and The 

World by Rabindranath Tagore is a very 

emotionally enriched story of love and friendship 

in colonized India.

Tell us about a notable staff and/or faculty

member of the City College of New York, who has helped you

during your studies.

I admire Dr. Timothy Boyer, who is an excellent professor of Physics. I have 

learned a great deal about Electromagnetics from him. I also have a lot of 

respect for Dr. Yingli Tian, professor of Electrical Engineering. She is my role 

model for her perfect combination of talent, hard work, and humility. 

What do you love about living in

New York City?

I love the fashion in NYC! Here, just 

like nature changes with the seasons, 

so does the fashion. I also love the 

different kinds of food; some of my 

favorite restaurants are Little Sheep, 

Bibble & Sip, Saravanaa Bhavan, Ravagh, and Taverna Kyclades. 
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March 2019 International Student of the Month:
Amin Hasani of Iran

Amin is a 2016 graduate with a
Master’s Degree in Mechanical
Engineering. In his interview, he
talks about his 3D project that
helps those in need, the book that
everyone should read, and the
number one quality he thinks
anyone needs in order to succeed:
________________________________ 
What are your success habits and
how do you overcome failure?
I try to be consistent and never accept 

failure in a project. Anytime I thought I 

might fail, I asked myself to just try 

again until I got the desired results. Passion for what you do plays the most 

important role in being successful. Seeing the reflection of my work in other 

people’s lives motivates me. 

What advice do you have for new international students?

Do not hesitate to make new friends because New York can be very lonely if 

you don’t socialize or enjoy the city.  Personally, l love the coffee shops and 

nightlife. Museums are great, especially MoMA (remember: your CUNY student 
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ID provides a free or discounted pass to many New York sights and institutions!

I also enjoy walking around the city and exploring random places. Try to 

attend more events organized by college offices or communities.  

The CCNY student population is pretty diverse and that made me feel 

comfortable being an international student. Remember you are not alone and 

some relatable challenges faced by me and others coming to study and live in 

the U.S.  is trying to make it here while most of your friends and relatives are 

far away and the often-difficult job search after graduation. 

Tell us more about your academic

achievements and noteworthy

projects:

I received a Master’s in Mechanical 

Engineering from City College of New 

York. I always loved industrial design, art, 

cars, gaming, and prototyping.  As the head 

of design at Parabit Systems, I sketch my 

ideas and 3D Model them. Then I will 3D 

print, prototype, test, and visualize in 

virtual reality. This had been my dream job however the career I eventually 

want is starting my own company in New York.  
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A particular project/achievement that I am proud of is that I designed a 3D 

printable open-source assistive device for amputees and U.S. veterans.  

What book and/or movie inspires you and

why?

The movie is The Pursuit of Happyness - I find a 

very strong connection between my life and that 

movie. The book that explains it all is The 

Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. 

Who is a notable staff and/or faculty

member that helped you and you would like

to mention here? Professor Ali Sadegh from CCNY’s Mechanical 

Engineering Department has been the most helpful individual since I moved to 

U.S. He is my professor, mentor and advisor. I am grateful to know him. 

What's next? How do you envision life moving forward after

CCNY? I really want to receive funding for my startup and help amputees 

voice their needs and receive better service. I also want to help engineering 

students with their projects. I believe I can make a difference. 

To learn more about Amin’s work, he has shared his social media and website links below: 

www.aminhasani.com 

Instagram: @aminhasani 
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April 2019 International Student of the Month:
Kevin George of India

Kevin is a Fall 2018 graduate with a
Master’s degree in Mechanical
Engineering. In his interview, he
shares what motivated him to come to
study at CCNY, his advice for new
international students, and what his
future goals are:
________________________________
What made you decide to study in the

U.S.?

Once I received my Bachelor’s degree in 

India, I put together a plan to get my 

Master’s in America and, more specifically, 

in New York City.  The decision I took was a 

good one. Trying to build a life in a different country is a big challenge, 

however, I’ve gained so much in my life after coming here. 

What piece of advice you would give to a new international

student coming to study here?

You’re in a really good place right now! Maintain good grades and make 

proper use of the resources available to you but also go out and explore. Being 

able to socialize with people is a powerful tool. 

10



What do you love about living and/or

studying in New York City?

There’s no shortage of things to do in NYC, from 

delicious cuisines to vibrant coffee shops. My 

favorite memories are trying various restaurants 

and summer barbeque parties with friends. By  

getting engaged in various activities, I was able to 

meet a lot of people. I never confined myself to 

just college and academics, but kept a proper 

balance between college life and my social and 

personal life. As an engineering student, I was 

involved in different engineering professional chapters in NYC. 

What’s next for you?

I want to be a mechanical engineer in the built/construction industry and also 

receive relevant professional certifications. I’m highly optimistic because I feel 

I’m in a country where dreams become reality. I’m also surrounded by a 

wonderful support system of people so I don’t think I’m far away from 

achieving my goals. 
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May 2019 International Student of the Month:

Shuaijun Li of China

Shuaijun is currently pursuing
his Doctorate Studies in
Mechanical Engineering at City
College. In his interview, he
talks about good habits that he
believes can lead to success,
his goals as a scientist and
engineer, and more:
______________________________ 
What is your home country

and what are you studying

here? 

My home country is China. I am a 

student of Mechanical Engineering as well as a researcher in Microfluidics. 

What are your success habits?

I am still on my way to success so instead, I will share some good habits that I 

believe will lead to success. I keep a regular daily schedule. I have long-term 

goals, short-term goals, and daily goals. Keep your goals in mind and make 

plans to move closer to them every day.  

I exercise regularly as it gives me the energy and health that I believe is the 

foundation of being able to do good work. I am also open-minded and I am 
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always learning new 

knowledge and 

technologies. I love reading 

as well, which broadens my 

horizon and continues to 

shape my values and 

thinking.  

What do you think are

the secrets behind

getting to where you

want to go?

Generally speaking, I think people naturally, 

sometimes even unconsciously, gravitate towards 

what they like, desire, or are meant to do in life. For me, that enthusiasm is for 

science and engineering. 

Books provide a perfect way for me to gain access to what I am interested in. 

In addition, it is important to talk to the people who are already in the 

positions that you aspire to be in, so that you can get their firsthand 

experience and advice. 
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What is a recent project or notable moment that you would like to

share?

I was in Boston recently to give a presentation for the APS (American Physical 

Society) March Meeting. APS is an annual meeting held for physicians, 

scholars, and scientists in physics from all around the world to showcase and 

explore the groundbreaking research from academia, industry, and major 

labs. I believe that the development of science and technology will advance 

society and I’m constantly learning and researching. My biggest motivation is 

to help build a better, nicer, and more humane world and society. 
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